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Trimdon Residents Association receive recognition from 
Durham Police Authority 

Trimdon Station Residents’ and Neighbourhood Watch Association has won a 
royal recognition for its outstanding work in the community. The group is one 
of just 130 winners of the Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service, which is 
described as an MBE for groups of volunteers who work in their community 
for the benefit of others. 

The annual award was created by the Queen to mark her Golden Jubilee in 
2002. The prestigious national honour recognises outstanding voluntary 
contributions and sets the national benchmark for excellence in volunteering.  

Members of the group were invited to a royal garden party at Buckingham 
Palace and have since received a certificate signed by the Queen and an 
exclusive commemorative crystal which was presented to them by the High 
Sheriff of County Durham, the Queen’s representative in County Durham. 

At a Police Authority meeting held on Friday 30 September, Mr Peter 
Thompson, Chair of Durham Police Authority and Police Authority member, 
Cllr Lucy Hovvels presented Christine Carter and Jean Pike who are 
members of the group, with a bouquet of flowers and a commemorative award 
and congratulated them for their outstanding work in their community. 
 
Mr Thompson said: “Trimdon Residents Association have shown dedication 
and commitment in their community. I congratulate them and thank them on 
behalf of Durham Police Authority for their hard work and dedication in 
keeping their area safe. This is an excellent example of how well communities 
can work together and be recognised for their hard work in protecting their 
neighbourhoods”. 
 
Councillor Hovvels said “as a result of the effort of the Residents Association 
their area is now a much safer place to live in and I am delighted to be 
associated with this award”. 
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L-R Christine Carter, Lucy Hovvels, Peter Thompson, Jean Pike 
 
Durham Police Authority is an independent body responsible for ensuring 
Durham Constabulary delivers an efficient and effective police service.  It is 
made up of 17 local people who include 9 councillors, 8 members of the 
public who are the independent members. 
 
The Authority ensures that the Constabulary is accountable to the people of 
County Durham and Darlington and ensures that citizens have a say in how 
they are policed. 
 
The Authority is responsible, amongst other matters, for setting the budget for 
the Constabulary and, following consultation with local communities, mapping 
out the strategic direction of policing.  This includes agreeing policing priorities 
and setting the Constabulary challenging targets to drive performance higher. 
 
The Authority’s Vision  

“To ensure that policing in County Durham and Darlington is fair, effective and 
visible”  

 
The Authority’s Mission  
 
“To be the effective voice of our communities in securing the delivery of high 
quality policing by: 
 

• Exercising strong & effective leadership  

• Engaging positively with communities to build confidence in local policing 

• Strengthening partnership working 

• Promoting equality, tolerance & respect for human rights 

• Scrutinising and challenging police performance to secure continuous 
improvement 

• Scrutinising and challenging business systems and processes to ensure 
effective use of resources 

 
For further information or comment, please contact Durham Police Authority: 
 
Tel:   0191 3836471 
Email:  durham.pa@durham.gov.uk 
Website:  www.durham-pa.gov.uk  
Twitter:          http://twitter.com/DPAuthority 
Facebook:     http://www.facebook.com/durhampoliceauthority 


